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PREFACE

HIS Volume deals with the period 1704-17686,
commencing with the accession of Kanthirava-
Narasaraja Wodeyar 1T and ending with the death of
Krishnaraja Wodeyar II. It contains five appendices
" and a separate index for the convenience of general

readers and scholars. )

BANGALORE, ]

- C. Havavapana Rao,
oth July 1945. :
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HISTORY OF MYSORE

CHAPTER I

- KANTHIRAVA-NARASARATA WODEYAR II, 1704-1714.

A retrospect and a prospect—DBirth, accession, ete., of Kanthi-
rava—The Dalavais: Rise of the Kalale Family—DPolitical
affairs: General tendencies—Relations with the Mughals,
1705-1706--Northern advance of Mysore, 1710-1711—
Further relations with the Mughals, ¢. August 1711—
February 17183—EKanthirava’s Rule—Religion ; Gifts, grants,
ete.—Domestic life—Social life—Literary progress: The
Anangavijaya-Bhanah, ¢. 1710-1712; The Mysuru-Dhore-
gala-Purvabhyudaya-Vivara, e¢. 1710-1714—Death  of
Kanthirava-Narasaraja Wodeyar, February 18, 1714—
Reflections.

HE year 1704 which witnessed the death of Chikka-
devaraja Wodeyar in the plenitude of his power
and glory, forms a turning-point in the
Prﬁggzz?swct *24®  evolution of the kingdom of Mysore.
It marks the end of the continuous
course of her political development durmg a critical
period extending well nigh to a century from Raja
Wodeyar’s acquisition of Seringapatam in 1610, and the
beginning of & new epoch, the tendencies and factors of
which were successively to affect her integrity and in-
dependence. Centralisation, the crowning achievement
of Chikkadévardja Wodeyar, far from liberating forces of
disintegration and disorder-—as is not infrequently the
case with absolute monarchies—gradually tended to yield
place to a mew order of things aiming at the repre-
sentation of monarchical interests on the ome hand
vom. I1. B
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and the maintenance of traditions of seftled govern-
ment on the other. So rich indeed was the legacy
of the earlier period (1610-1704) that, despite political
cataclysms oufside the kingdom and revolutions within,
it was bound to form the fundamental basis and
influence the course of the subsequent history of
Mysore.

On the death of Chikkadévaraja Wodeyar, Kanthirava-
Narasaraja Wodeyar II, his only son
(by Deévajammma) succeeded to the
_ kingdom of Mysore, being installed on
the throne on November 30, 1704,! in his thirty-first year
(0. December 27, 1672}, Kanthirava, however, unfortu-
nately suffered from the disability of being born deaf
and dumb.® Yet, brought up and educated as he was
under the fostering care of his illustrious father, he is
credited with having displayed remarkable powers of
intelligence and wisdom which he was known to be
possessed of.! Kanthirava, ab the same time, was fortu-
nate in that he had the active assistance of Tirumala-
iyangadr, Prime Minister of Chikkadévarija Wodeyar,
who, true to the latter’s behests, remained at the helm of
affairs of State till his own death in 1706.> Little is
known concerning the immediate successor in office of

1. Annals, 1. 155: Tarana, Margadira su. 15. The Mys. Dho. Piar. (1. 59,
I1. 57), however, isto be understood as merely referring to the formal
succession of Kanthirava on November 17 or 18 (Tdrana, Mdargasira su.
1,9), i.e.,8 day or two after Chikkadeévarija’s death, but his actual
installation does not seem to have taken place till about a fortnight after
the latter event in the light of the Annals.

Q. Mys. Dho. Par., 11. 56, 1. 58 (compared): Paridhavi, Pushya ba.d; see
also Annals, l.c.

3. Annals, 1. 1673 also Manuced in Appendix 1—(8). Wilks (1. 241) refers fo
Kanthirava as * Canty Reva Raj, the Mook Arsoo’ (Miukarasu), the
dumb king,

4. See Annals {I. 151-154), which also records the traditionsl story of how,
under the miraculous influence of 2 Brahman, Kapthirava was enabled
to speak once in his Hfth year and remained silent thereafter. Cf.
Ancient India, p. 305, where 8, I, Aiyangar interprets this as ** the
pretence of a supernatural intervention' wunder which EKanthirava's
auccession was brought about by Tirumalaiyangar,

Birth, acce'ssion,
ete., of Kanthirava,
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Kanthirava-Narasardja Wodevar 11, 1704-1714.






