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PREFACE.

At the beginning of the year 1919 I submitted
~a printed thesis entitled ‘“Corporate Life in
Ancient India” for the Degree of Doctor of
Philosophy of the Calcutta University, When
the thesis was approved, about three hundred
copies which still remained with me were
offered for sale. This is the short history of
the first edition of this work.

The favourable reception by the public and
the encouraging reviews and letters of learned
scholars have induced me to bring out a revised
edition of the book. Tn doing so, I had mnece-
ssarily to make some additions and alterations,
but these have not modified the general scope
and plan of the work. 1 need only specifically
mention the additional data from South Indian
inscriptions which have been ufilised in Chapters
Tand II, and the re-arrangement of the last
part of the Second Chapter dealing with village
institutions of Southern India. I have, hesides,
added English translation of the more important
German and Sanskrit passages in the text,

I shall fail in my duty if I omit to express
my obligations to the late lamented scholar
Dr. V. A. Smith, Mr, F. E. Pargiter, Dr. A. B.
Keith, Dr. E. W, Hopkins and Dr. L. D. Barnett,
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for their favourable views about the book, and
suggestions for its improvement, expressed in
private communications as well as through the
medium of publie press.

Above all, I wish to record my deep obliga-
tions to Sir Asutosh Mookerjee, the Guardian
Angel of the Calcutta University. To him -
I owe the leisure and opportunity that enabled
me to carry on researches in the field of ancient
Indian History, and I am fortunate in securing
his permission fo associate the first product of
my labour with his hallowed name.

In conclusion I take this opportunity of
thanking Professors D. R. Bhandarkar, M.A.,
Radhagovinda Basak, M.A.,, Ramaprasad
Chanda, B.A., and Dr. I.J. 8. Taraporewalla,
B.A., Ph.D., for the occasional help they have
rendered me as noted in the text, and also Mr.
Surendranath Xumar, Superintendent, Reading
Room of the Tmyperial Library,. for his kind help
in supplying me with books and magazines which
I required for this work.

CALCUTTA,
} R. C. MAJUMDAR.
The 28th August, 1920,
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Corporate Life in Ancient India

INTRODUCTION

The spirit of co-operation has contributed
more than anything else to the present highly
developed stage of civilisation. The gigantic ex-
periments in popular government and the huge
economic organisations spreading over the whole
world, such as we see to-day all around us, have
made the modern age what it is. 'The corporate
activity to which they owe their origin and the
present high level of success, may therefore be
justly looked upon as the distinctive element in
the culfure of the day. 1tis rightly believed
that no nation that lacks in this essential ele-
ment of culture can hope to keep pace with the
progress of the world.

In consideration of this high importance of
corporate life to a nation, I need scarcely offer
any apology for the subject matter I have chosen.
India at presentis very backward in this parti-
cular aspect of culture, but the following pages
are intended to show that things were quite
different in the past. The spivit of co-operation
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was a marked feature in almost all fields of
activit-y in ancient India and was manifest in
social and religious as well as in political and
economic life. The well-known ‘Jati’ (caste)
and the Saihgha (the community of the Buddhist
monks) are the most notable products of this
spirit in the first two spheres of life. The same
spirit, however, played an equally important
part in the remaining ones, and its effect may
he seen typified in Gana (political corporation)
and Sreni (guild).

Besides throwing light upon the corporate
activities in publiec life in ancient India, the
following study is also calculated to broaden our
views in another respect. The account of the
remarkable achievements in various spheres of
life will enable us to take a true perspective
view of the activities of the people in ancient
India. It will establish beyond doubt that reli-
gion did not engross the whole or even an undue
proportion of the public attention and that the
corporate activity manifested in this connection
was by no means an isolated factor, but merely
one aspect of that spiri6 which pervaded all
other spheres of action.

So far as I am awarve, the subject as a whole
has not been hitherto trcated by any writer.
Separate topics like ¢ Saingha’ and ¢ Gana’ have
no doubt heen dealt with by scholars, hut
their mutual relation, from the point of view I
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have indicated above, Las wholly cscaped them.
Very little has, however, been done even with
respect to these isolated subjects. A  brief,
though valuable, account of the ancient © Srenis’
has been given by Hopkins in his latest book
‘Indie, Old and New, but a detailed historical
account of the institution las been attempted,
probably for the first time, in the following
pages. - So far as I know, the ofther forms of
corporate activity in cconomic life described in
Chapter I have not been dealt with by any
scholar. In regard to Chapter 11, T have availed
myself of incidental notices of different items
of information to which full reference has been
given in the footnotes. The systematic treat-
" ment of the subject, and specially the study of the
village institutions in southern India, is, howerver,
entirely new and original. A general view of
the non-monarchical states, which forms ihe
‘subject matter of the third chapter, has been
furnished by Mr. Rhys Davids and Mr. K. P.
Jayaswal and I have freely acknowledged my
indebtedness to them in the footnotes. But I
Jave attempted to furnish an historicil acceunt
-of the rise and development of these institutions
from the earlicst to the latest period.

The characteristics of the Buddhist - church
organisation have been noticed by -several
scholars, specially Oldenberg. But a detailed
account of this institution with special reference
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to its corporate character, and a general view
of the religious corporations of ancient India,
such as has been attempted in Chapter IV, is
not to be found in any other work, Much has
been written about the origin of the caste system,
and various theories, too numerous to mention,
have been propounded on the subject; but the
study of the ‘caste’ as a social corporation, and
an historical account of the rise, growth and .
development of the institution, from this point
of view, is attempted for the first timeé in Chap-
ter V of this work. T have derived considerable
help from the collections of original texts on
the subject contained in Vol. X of Weber's
Indisehe Studien { Collectanea iber die Kasten-
verhdiltnisse in den Bralumana wid S@éra), Senart’s
illuminating article ‘ZLes  Castes Daus Dinde’
and the two German reviews on the latter work
by Jolly and Oldenberg in Z. D. M. G., Vols. 50
and 51. My indebtedness is, however, confined
merely to the data they supplied on the subject,
for my conclusions are different, and the treat-
ment of tho subject, as already indicated above,
is entirely new. 1 have similarly used Fick’s
work “ Die Sociale Gliederung Im Nordostlichen
Indien Zu Buddha's Zeit” as a source of infor-
mation for the Buddhist period, but I have also
gathered fresh data, and the collection of
‘Buddhist texts on the subject of ‘caste,” included
in .the last chapter, may claim to be the most
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comprehensive of its kind. My theory of the
origin of Brahman caste may appear to be
singular in some respects and although I do not
claim that it can be said to be a conclusive one,
it appears to me to be the best, with regard to
" the evidence at present at our disposal. The
acceptance or rejection of the theory does not,
however, affect the general development of the
subject, -which is the more important point at
issue. I have refrained from all discussions on
the merits or defects of the caste system, as
that svould have involved me in one of the most
controversial questions of the day which I have,
as a rule, tried to avoid as far as possible. There
can be hardly any doubt that the caste organisa-
tion assured the advantages of corporate life toits
mem bers, although it may be difficult to support
the system as it exists at present. I have not
offered any suggestions for its modification as
I have avoided, on principle, all philosophical
disquisitions throughout this work. It has been
my aim rather to simply present the facts in a
connected manner, with a view to illustrate,
as far as possible, the gradual development of
the various institutions from the earliest to the
latest period. In doing so, I have always indi-
cated the sources of my intormation in order
that my conclusions may be tested with reference
to the original authorities on which they are
based. |
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A few words must be said regarding the dates
of the various literary authorities which have
sapplied the materials for this work. I have
avoided all discussions about it in the bedy of
the Dbook, as that would have disturbed the
harmony of the subject’ matter dealt therein.
As will be unoticed, I have principally relied
upon two classes of works, Brahmanical and
Buddhist. The principal Brahmanical texts,
besides the Sarnhitas and the Brahmanas, are
the Dharma-stitras and the Dharma-sastras. No
specific dates can be proposed for the formey
which command general acceptance, but they
may be roughly placed in the second millenium
before the Christian era. As regards the relative
chronology of the latter I have been -guided
entirely by the latest pronouncements of J. Jolly
in his famous work ¢Reckt und Sitte’ His
ideas on the subjcct-may be summed up in the
following tabular form :—

Texts arranged Reference to

Prolable daic

#  in order of antiquity “Recht und Sitle,”

-4

-

2 1 1. Guutama &th or 6th century, B.'C. Pages 5-6

£4 2. Baudhayaua Page 4

5 | 3. Apastamba 4th or 8th century, B. G. ' 3

= U 4. Vasishtha , A

= { 5. Mauu Swriti Not later than 2nd or " 16

Bl 3rd century A, D Co

2 | 6. Vishinu Swritd Nol earlier than 3rd cen- " 7

24 tury A. D. ; ' .

2 | 7 Yijiavalkya 4th century A. D. .21

= | 8. Narada C,500 A. D. 's 23

= | 9. Bribaspabi Gth or Tth century, A. D. " 27
L10. Katyiyana ‘ ’ 25
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This chronological scheme has gained general
aceeptance ' and bas been adopted in the present
work with only a little modification about the
date of Manu Smriti, the composition of which
I have placed, on the authority of Biihler,
" hetween 2nd century B. C. and 2nd century
A.D. (8. B. &, Vol. XXV, p. exvii). -

Of the other Brahmanieal texts, the Bprifad-
Aranyak-opanishad has' heen placed before 600
B. C.2 and Arthasastre has been referred by
competent critics to the time of Chandragupta
Maurya® (e. 320 B. C.). The kerncl of the
Ramayena was composed before 500 B. C. al-
though the more recent portions were not pro-
bably added till the second century B. C. and
later,* tvhile Mahadhareta, very much in its
present form, existed at about 350 A. DS As
regards the date of Panpini I accept the views
of Dr. Bhandarkar who places him in the #%th

' Mr., K, P. Jayaswal has propounded an altogether different
scheme, in course of hig Tagure Law Lectures, Thus he places the
texts of Gautama, Baudhdyana and Visishtha, as we have them at
pregent, respectively at 350 B. C, 200 B, C., and 100 B. C., referring.
their first forms to about 500 B, C. The lectures are not yet published
and I have not as yet had any opportunity of examining the grounds
of his theory in detail.

* Macdonell~History of Sanskrit Literature, p. 226.

* See Jolly's article in Z. D. M. G., Vel. 67, pp, 49-96 ; specially cf.
pp. 95-96.

* Macdonell {ep. cit.), p. 309.

¢ Ibid, p. 287. Biikler places it between 300-500 A, D. (Biihler and
Kriste, contrib, ta the Ilist. of the Mzhb.)
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century B. C.! Of the Buddhist texts, the Jataka
stories have been laid most under contribution.
The allusions whicl they contain to political and
social conditions have been referred by Tick to
the time of Buddha and by Rhys Davids, even
to an anterior period.® On the authority of
these two scholars, I have assumed 7th and
Gth century B. C. to be the period represented
by Jatakas. 'The canonical Buddhist Texts like
the Vinaya and the Sutle Pifakas, have been
referred by Oldenberg and Rhys Davids to about
4th century B.C.* I have not thought it
necessary to reproduce the arguments by which
these different opinions are sustained but have
merely adopted the conclusions, which, I believe,
command general acceptance.? .

' Bommbay Gazeteer (1896), Vol. I, Part I, p. 141,

* Fick, pp. vi-vii; Buddhist Tndia, p. 207.

¥ 8, B. E.,, Vol., XIII, p, xxiii, ibid, Vol. XI, p. x.

* Dr. A. B, Keith hag kindly communicated to me that he finds no
reason for accepting the dates of Arthadistra and the Jitakas as pro.
posed by me. Dr. Hopkins also writes to the same effcet with regard
to the Jétakas, but he seems to have an open mind as to the date of
Artha&istra, )

I have reconsidered the whole question very carefully and havo
come to the conclusion that there is room for honest difference of
opinion in this matter. Oune might legitimately refuse to accept the
view that either the Jatakas or Arthaistra were actnally composed
in the periods named, but it may, T think, be conceded that the general
picture of society and administration which we meet with in them ig
true of periods not far distani from the proposed dates. The argu-
ments of Biihler, Rbys Davids and Fick about the Jitakas, and the
discussions of the German scholarg with regard to Arthadistra, from
the point of view T bLave jusi indieated, cannot be lightly set aside.
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I beg to remind my readers that the various
topics in this hook have been treated from a
single point of view alone, viz., the light which
they throw on corporate life in ancient India.
Institutions like Jati and Sarhgha, for example,
have many important characteristics besides
those referred to in the text, but these have been
entirely omitted as they do not throw any light
on the point at issue. Many other apparent
omissions in other instances will, I hope, be
found, on closer examination, to be due fto
similar causcs.

In conclusion, I beg to point out that I have
indicated in footnotes my indebtedness to all
previous writers, and if there is any omission
in this respect it is due to oversight. As a
general rule, T have not referred to the standard
translations of the following works, althongh

_I have reproduced verbatim or nearly verbatim
quotations from them. I wish it to be distinetly
understood that English renderings of passages
from these works, unless otherwise stated, are
to be attributed to their learned translators.
These works are—

1. The Translation.of the Jatakas by vari-
ous scholars published by the Cambridge Uni-
versity Press.

1t is probably too carly yet to pronounce the fluwl judgment ou the
whole question and 1 would have gladly avoided it altogether if thas
were not incompatible with the plan of the work.

2
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2. 'The Mranslation of Apastamba, Gautama,
Vasishtha, Baudhdyana, Manu, Narada and
Brihaspati Saimhitas in 8. B, E.; Vols. II, XIV,
XXV, and XXXTIII. .

3. The Tranclation of the Vinaya Texts
and the Buddhist Suttas in 8. B. 1., Vols. XIII,
XVII, XX, and XI. '

4, The Translation of Kautilya’s Artha-
sastra by R. Shamasastry,-B.A.

The method of transliteration followed in
Indian Antiquary has been adopted in this work.



CHAPTER I

CorrorATE AcTIVITIES IN KconoMic LirE
§1
The spirit of co-operation is a social instinct
m man. Trom the most primi-
paa e P 2 tive period of which e possess
any record, it has been manifest
in human society in some form or other. Never-
theless, it is hrought into prominent activity,
and lends itself to some conscious organisation,
according to the temper of man and the circum-
stances in which he finds himself. The nature
of these circumstances dietates the form of such
organisation, but the character of its develop-
ment depends toa greal degree upon the peculiar
genius of the society in which it is fostered.
Thus it is that we find in almost all ages and
countries co-operative organisation, howsoever
rudimentary, in different fields of human activity,
social, political, religious and economic. The
development of this organisation has, however,
varied in different parts of the world,






